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(9) The foregoing advantages should be sufficient
argument in favour of co-operative cattle farming. The
strongest argument in its favour is that the individua-
listic system has been the means of making our own
condition as well as that of our cattle pitiable. We can
only save ourselves and them by making this essential
change.

I firmly believe too that we shall not derive the
full benefits of agriculture until we take to co-operative
farming. Does it not stand to reason that it is far better
for a hundred families in a village to cultivate their
lands collectively and divide the income therefrom than
to divide the land anyhow into a hundred portions ?
And what applies to land applies equally to cattle.

It is quite another matter that it may be difficult
to convert people to adopt this way of life straightaway.
The straight and narrow road is always hard to traverse.
Every step in the programme of cow service is strewn
with thorny problems. But only by surmounting
difficulties can we hope to make the path easier.
My purpose for the time being is to show the great
superiority of collective cattle farming over the indivi-
dual effort. I hold further that the latter is wrong and
the former only is right. In reality even the individual
can only safeguard his independence through co-
operation. In cattle farming the individual effort has
led to selfishness and inhumanity, whereas the collective
effort can abate both the evils, if it does not remove
them altogether.
Harijan,   15-2-J42

The excreta of animals and human beings mixed
with refuse can be turned into golden manure, itself a